
First Tooth Implementation Handout 

Dental Providers may submit D1091 for oral assessment twice a year for 
children under 19 years of age and once yearly for adults 19 and older, as long 
as there is not a dental exam (D0120-0180) performed on the same date.  If 
the client's dental coverage is under managed care, the managed care plan 
(Dental Care Organization, or Coordinated Care Organization if they are 
responsible for the dental services) determines which provider types are 

reimbursed for this procedure and provides reimbursement for the service.  For open card clients, 
dentists performing this service OUTSIDE of the dental office, and dental hygienists with an 
expanded practice permit may be reimbursed for this procedure by billing DMAP. 

1.  An Oral Health Champion in the office is key to successful implementation of early 
childhood caries prevention services. The Oral Health Champion will likely be a medical 
assistant with a passion for preventing dental disease. If the Oral Health Champion is allowed a 
few hours a month to implement processes, stock supplies, and train new employees, success in 
providing these services will be much higher. Prevention of dental disease is a win-win for the 
child, the parent, and the clinic! 

2.  Nutrition taglines help deliver oral health messages.  Remember to add an oral health 
tagline to your nutritional messages for patients.  Since most of the nutritional advice you are 
providing your patients is consistent with preventing caries (cavities), include the tagline, 
"...eating these nutritious foods will also prevent cavities!"  Dental providers can cross message 
by adding the simple tagline, "...eating these foods that prevent cavities will also help you 
become strong and healthy!" 
 
3.  New Billing Code Improving Reimbursement for ECCP Services! 
As of April, 2013, the Division of Medical Assistance Programs (DMAP) is reimbursing medical 
and dental providers for an oral assessment of a patient.  What does this mean for you providing 
Early Childhood Caries Prevention (ECCP) services? 

Medical Providers may now submit D0191 for oral assessment once a year for children under 7 
years of age.  D0191 may be reimbursed when performed on the same day as the well-child visit 
check (E&M Service).  If the child's physical health care is through a Coordinated Care 
Organization (CCO) or Prepaid Health Plan (PHP), the CCO or PHP determines which providers 
performing D0191 shall bill either the CCO or PHP if the child is an enrolled member, or DMAP 
if the child receives physical health services through open care/fee-for service. 

The maximum limits for the procedure by dental providers do not affect the maximum limits for 
medical providers, and vice versa.  D0191 is reimbursable to medical and dental providers at 
$11.83 on the DMAP fee schedule for open card clients.  The FQHC encounter rate is inclusive 
of this service when performed during the medical or dental visit. 

First Tooth recommends all ECCP services, including an oral assessment, to be done at 
each well-child visit.  This code will not be reimbursed at all visits, but hopefully it will 
encourage more time to be built into the well-child visit to incorporate more comprehensive 
education at least once a year for the child's first 6 years. 


